
      Montana Department of Livestock, Meat & Poultry Inspection Bureau   
 
 
This flowchart will help you determine if your livestock slaughter or meat processing operation needs 
official inspection services. 

                                             
              No 
 
 

                      
 
                              Yes 
 
 

 
          Yes 
  
  

   
 
                               No 
  
 

 
 
            Yes 
  
 
 

 
                                              No  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
                Yes 
 
 
 
 

 
                                  No 
         

  

Do you want to slaughter and 
process livestock for human food? 

Inspection requirements of the Federal 
Meat Inspection Act not applicable. 

Is the livestock you slaughter and/or 
process for your family’s personal use? 

Personal Use Exemption as per  
9 CFR 303.1(a)(1) 

Are the products from the livestock you 
slaughter and/or process to be 
returned to the owner of the livestock 
for their personal use? 

Custom Slaughter Exemption as 
per 9 CFR 303.1(a)(2) 

Inspection services are required by the 
Federal Meat Inspection Act.  Contact 
Montana Meat & Poultry Inspection 
Bureau or a USDA district office. 

Do you wish to process carcasses or 
cuts of meat products delivered by the 
owner of the livestock and then return 
those products to the owner for their 
personal use? 

Custom Slaughter Exemption as 
per 9 CFR 303.1(a)(2) 

Inspection services are required by the Federal Meat Inspection 
Act.  Contact Montana Meat & Poultry Inspection Bureau or a 
USDA district office. 


